Life and Letters

Thorpe's, the sex of the person addressed in
most of the Sonnets would be more open to
doubt than it is.

The theory that the Sonnets do not refer
to actual occurrences, often propounded (and
recently supported, by the way, by Mr.
Asquith), does not seem to me tenable; I
do not think that a poet whose own personal
feelings were not directly engaged ever produced
sonnets with the ring that these have. There is
no justification, on the face of the poet's
statements or in the general spirit which
permeates the sonnets, for those interpreters
who, sometimes from interested motives, have
detected abnormality in Shakespeare's love
for that friend of whom he said :

' And for a woman wert thou first created
Till Nature., as she wrought thee, fell a-doting
And by addition me of thee defeated. . . .
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But he existed; Shakespeare urged him
constantly to marry ; and there was a breach.
In spite of all the fever of all the controversial-
ists, we do not know who he was. We do not
even know whether his initials were W. H. ;
Sir Sidney Lee thinks that " W. H." was a
seedy hanger-on of the publishing trade.
Whether the " Dark Lady" has ever been
identified with Anne Hathaway, Mr. Pooler
does not say, and I do not know. But there
are several candidates for her post, and at
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